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The Two Mirages.

For nearly three years two men,
ecompanions In the Arctle, argued as
to whether the Germans had taken
Paris. Meanwhile they had deter-
mined, to what will be the satisfac-
tion of the world, the fact that there
18 no Crocker Land; that Instead of
8 great country of green hills north-
west of Cape Thomas Hubbard there
is only polar lece—and illusion. The
layers of alr at varlous densities,
played upon by the magic light of the
north, long deceived the MacMillan
party, Just as It had fooled the grent
Admiral who first saw this splendid
vdpor continent.

In the same three years some 00,
000,000 persons—who knew that Parlx
had not been taken. but belleved that
it would be In good (Ime—watched
the green hills of another mirnge, the
land of Prussian promise, of Kultur,
of world power. The layers of
thought, created to sult the varlous
densities of the German people, be-
eame to the mind what Crocker Land
was to the eye,

The two grent mockerles fade to-
gether. “Finally,” says ¢ man from
the Arctle, telling of the end of na-
tare's phantasm, “when the sun
shifted it was no longer there,” Bo,
beneath the sun of ctvilization, the
Kultur Land with which the phusma
makers of Prussia delighted and de-
ccived thelr people passes from sight,
Tt is no longer there and in Its place
is the barren waste of poverty and
death and shame.

Kerensky in Deflant Mood.

Krpexsxy's speech opening the Na-
tional Conference at Moscow Sunday
rang true to revolutionary Ideals, 1In
cold type, read far from the inspir-
Ing scene which attended its delivery,
considered at Jelsure By those to
whom the Issues of the Russian revo-
lution are confused and perplexing, it
stlll makes the pulse leap and sym-
pathy run high for a nation just en-
tering upon the tronblous rond which
America in 1776 and France in 1708
trod with infinite sacrifice, hesitation
and doubt to the ultimate haven of
democtacy. The Danton of the Russian
revolutlon, Kesexaxy cries again: “Il
nous faut de l'audace, ¢t encore de
1'audace, et tonjours de I'audace.” To
dare, to dare agaln and mlways to
dare is his outline of the policy which
its leaders must pursue.

“Those who think the moment has
come to overthrow the revolutionary
power with bayonets are making o
mistake,” sald M. Krskxsky. He
eontinued :

“Let them take care, for our author-
ity |s supported by ths boundless confi-
dence of the people and by millions of
soldiers who are defending us againat
the German invasion. * * * But
let them remember that our patlence
has ita limits and that those who go
beyond them will have to settle with &
Government which will make them re-
member the time of Caarism, We shall
be implacable, because we are convinced
that supreme power alone can assure the
salvation of the country. That is why
1 shall egpone energetically all attempts
to take advaniage of Russia's national
miafortunes, and whatever ultimatum ia
presented I shall subject It to the su-
preme power and to myself, its head."

The first leason to be taught In rev-
olution 1s that liberty has Its llmita-
tions, Especially is this true in such
a situation as confrouts Russia to-
day. Only organized, disciplined ae-
tions can put to rout the forces of evil
that are attacking the nontion from
without and within. At Riga the well
rilled and veternn German troops
are attacking disorganized and mu-
tinous Russiun regiments that re-
treat, not so much through dread of
harm as because they think it a sacrl-
fice of thelr new won liberties to obey
their oMcers. In Petrograd and Mos-
cow the kcarcely less disciplined
agents of Germany are spending the
Kaiser's funds in buying up Influen.
tinl men In every clrcle of soclety to
plot mgainst the revolutionary Rus-
slan Government.

The situation Is not new in the his-
tory of man's progress toward free-
dom, We had our tories In our Revo-
lution and British gold corrupted the
unhappy Amworn. France, like Rus-
sla, had e foreign war 1o meet on her
borders, & civil war in La Vendée, and
“prrr's gold" to corrupt her citizens
and to cast susplclon and doubt upon

! run

many of her leaders. Prussin nnd
Austria strove to destroy the hegin-
nings of liberty In France In 1703, ns
they are striving to do It In Rusela In
1917, They falled then as they will
fall now. Democracy has advanced
too far to be turned back.

All neighboring nations filled the
streets of Parls In revolutionary days
with sples, agitators and reactlon-
urles, To what end? The replacement
of the Bourbons on the throne, ‘That
was why the sole defence for France
was to hurl at the feet of Intermed.
dling Europe the head of her King.
The nobles, the adherents of the old
order, the parasites of the court were
the tools which autocratie Europe
sought to use in replacing the Bour-
bon dynasty. Hence the Terror.

In Russia the German propaganda

or Deutschtum seeks out a different
class. Oddly enongh It Is among the
Soclalists thut the German inirigues
ngainst Hussian lberty make thelr
most mennclng headway. With pockets
of German money sples  and
agents try to convinee Russion work-
ingwen that the revolution which
gnve them freedom gives them too
lttle freedom. They are urged to de-
throne liberty in the name of liberty,
and to place the whip once more In
the hands of autocracy. A sepurate
penace, a German pence, would see
NicuoLas reenlled from Toholsk, the
dungeous of the foriress of Bt Peter
and 8. Paul agnin crowded, and the
ronds to Biberin populons once more
with the very Soclallsts now acting as
dermany’s ngenta,
Kexpxsky's deflance sounded the
only true note of defence, T. dare
everything, even the charge of Czar:
Ism, In order to put down intrigue
and revolt is the supreme duty of the
men in power in Russia to-duy. The
democratiec world—which Is the whole
world save the Central Powers—owes
It to liself to give every possible ald
to Russia’s present Government. Par-
ticularly does this duty rest upon the
United Riates. 1t ks inspiring to note
that at the conféerenca n messnge Wis
read from President Wirsox pledglng
severy materinl and mornl assistance
the United Stntes can extend to the
Government of Russin.” Our lmme-
dinte task Is to cheek the rush of
agitators from our own shores to
Rusaln—thelr passnge paid by Ger-
man agents. In every other pos<ihie
wny KempNsky must be supported,
Rince the world I8 to L made safe for
democrey, Musaln's epoch-nrarking es-
say in democracy wust not be permit-
ted to languish and die,

A Bad Time for an Emply Coal Bin.
The suspension of the Interborough
subway service on Saturday afternoon
would have been counted u disaster If
it had been the consequence of a Ger-
man military operntion ngainst this
eity., It caused discomfort to thon-
sands of persons, hardship to muny of
them and the {reitation It occnsloned
has been Incrensed by disclosure of
the fact that the opernting officials
did not attempt any unusunl method
of averting the shutdown.

The Interborough has an emergency
connection with the Edison generating
plant, and a contract for power with
the Edison company. So far as has
been shown, the Edison company wis
in & position to dellver electrie cur-
rent to the subway sufficient to oper-
ate at least 50 per cent. of its Sarur-
day afternocon tralnk. But the Inter-
borough did not call on the Edison
company ; Instead, It burned up its
last scuttleful of coul, ran Its trains
to stations, nllowed (i fires to go out
and let the publle walk und be
dumped. The confused multitude has
not even the satisfactlon of knowing
that the Interborough sent & sister
Anue to its power house roof to scun
the Hudson's xurface for the ap-
proaching barge load of coul on the
arrival of which It staked its reputa-
tlon for preparedoess.

It should be appurent to the officers
of the Interborough that the technical
excellence of thelr train movement
system, which Is acknowledged evers-
where, thelr poster announcements of
recognition of thelr obligation to the
public and the admitted dificulty of
thelr problems will not protect them
trom publle criticism for their fallure
to perform their duty in the situation
which nrose on Saturday. Not even
Colonel Bir. Haywarp's foollsh talk
will crente sympnthy for them, They
may profitably bear in mind the fact
that if they cannot run their rallroad
somebody else can, a circumstance not
withont significance for private oper-
ators of public utllities In a day when
Government intervention in the most
intimate affalra of popular concern ia
accepted as a necessary and desirable
and even eseential thing.

Nout the Demand by Pigs but for
pigs the Trouble Maker.

An excusably puzzled student of a
certain food price phenomenon writes
to Tue Bun:

*Those Interlocking wheels which 2
recent editorlal artlcle on corn in Tue
Bun ssemed to mmsure us would make
the machinery of economlos run fate-
fully true to the law of supply and de-
mand must have lost n few teeth as the
result of trying to interlock through a
monkey wrench.

“pign, cows, chickena muitiply and
grow fat on corn, yet avery day's re-
sasurance that tha supply of corn will
this year excecd all previous records le
aocompanied by reports of Increases n
the prices of plgs, cows and chickens
which would be understandable only If
there wers a total fallure of supply of
corn (o meet & greater demand for stock
feed,"”

The demand for corn which must
he met 18 only in an Intermediate
sense the demand for plgs, cows and
chickens to be fed, The primary de-
mund which operates the law is the
demand of natlons of hungry peopls
for pigs, cows nud chickens to eat.

“Hogs on the hoof 18% cents a
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pound” with a record crop of corn
Is, we ngree, n fuet tending to confuse
economic thought; but the demand
muade price of pork, had there been a
fallure of. corn feed supply, would
more than confuse, it would stagger
thought,

Police and Firemen Not Exempt,

The refusal of the Provost Marshal
General to exempt the eligible police-
men and firemen of New York trom
army service was (0 be expected.
Such an exception would be, ns (ien-
eral Crowpeg polits out, diserimina-
tory and coptrary to the spirit of the
conscription law.

If the average of eligiblllly among
the pollce Is the same ax It Is In other
occupations, the Pollece Commissloner
will have to add only 400 or MO0 men
to the department to 1l up the gaps.
Av Woons, better than any other I'o-
liee Commissioner we have had, has
lenrned the trick of making good po-

lcewen quickly out of new men, the '

patrol service will not be long, If at
1, Impalred, |

RBo far as the wen themeelves are
voncerned, we lwlieve that every
young pollceman und fireman without
dependents will be glud to go into the
nrmy.  They will do thelr blt, witl
have something added to their knowi-
evdge of discipline aud, we spppose,
will have thelr old joha walting for
them when the war is over,

What About This Oath?

Representative Doorixe has mude
an earnest plea for the exemption of
the Secretury of the House (Com-
mittee on Expenditures in the War
Depnrtment. Ro useful and service.
nble I8 this young man that Mr,
Doorine made sworn affidavit that his
services (o the committee cannot be
dispensed with “without substantial
material logs In the adequate apd ef-
fectlve operation thereof."

Now It appeurs that the commitlee
I¢ one of those purely perfunctory or-
ganizations—Ilike that on “The Dis-
posltion of Useless Executive Papers"
—designed merely to give obscure
Hepresentatives larger rooms and spe-
clal clerks. 1t has never held o meer-
ing slnce DooLisa was chaleman,

The story nt first sight s merely
Inughable, The good natured Mr,
Doorixg sought to do a kindly act
wnd pnt his foot In 1. But it
smilly more serlous, This Represen-
tative In the Congress of the Unitsl
Stntes gought to Interfere with the
legnl progress of the draft just as
much as some of the ngitutors now
imprisoned for that offence. His en-
teavor was reenforced by the dignity
of his office, and backed up by o
sworn statement which, according to
present Information, appears to have
heen totally mistaken. There may
be reasons for exempting the young
man, but they ure not the reasons
to which IdooLixa swore, '

An explunation I8 due from
Doorixa.

Ix

Mr,

Our Foresta and the War,

Forest fires have again been most
destructive on  publle aml private
Innds of the Northwest, The peril,
which I8 alwnys greatest at this sen-
son of the year, has Leen Increased
by the midsummer dryness of the io-
termountain regions. The great loss
thus caused Is & matter of specinl
concern on aceount of the heavy de-
mand that war conditions have made
and wil contlnue to muke for woml
products and lumber,

The forests of Belgium and north.
ern France have been almost entirely
destroyed. Besldes, the cut of timber
has been large elsewhere In the bel-
ligerent nutions to supply wood for
structurnl uses us well as for chemi-
cal distillation to produce aclds for
various trench uses and for the man-
ufacture of high explosives, Our sup.
ply of wood Is so great that for war
purposes it is practieally ipexhaus-
tible. But thére remalns the demand
that will be made for reconstructive
work In Europe, The Federal Govern-
ment has endeavored to prepare for
this by sending commissioners abroad
to study export markets and to ar-
range to meet peace conditions,

The agitatlon of the past few years
for the conservation of  our forest
wealth has been productive of conslil-
erable good. Efforts In the preveu-
tlon of forest fires have resulted In n
better gystem of patrol and in the edu-
cation of people In greater caution In
the starting of fires in woods. Losses
have been conslderably reduced, es-
peclally in the East, but they are stlll
much in excess of what they should
be. Another step in sdvance has been
the reorganization of the forest de-
partmeut In many of the States, New
Hampshire through the Intreduction
of a non-partisan unpaid commission
and a salarled forester has succeeded
in developing such an intereat in for-
estry that her example Is llkely to be
followed by other New Fngland SBtates
that have large wooded areas.

Bome of the Btates have made prog-
ress In reforestation, notably Pennayl.
vania, which planted last year 6,000,
000 trees: but the lumber cut still re-
mains greatly In excess of the in-
crense In growth of trees,  TUpon the
valug of reforestatlon authorities
seem to be agreed ; but upon the ques-
tion of when and to how great an ex-
tent wooded land should be cut over
they differ. Professor A. B. Reck-
NAGEL, In an address at the Cornell
summer school, sald, regarding the
prohibition upon ecutting timber on
New York State lands, where there Is
an abundance of over mature lumber:

“For war time production the Htate
land I8 & cemetery: 8,000,000 thousand
feet of much needed timber are un-
touched ; 1,800,000 nores, of which twos
thirds are or should be productive, are
withdrawn from & share In supplying
the forest products needed In war now
or in the Future."

He Inglated that the experience of
the Federal Government on |ts natural

forests showed that the golden mean

In forest congervation Is conrervative

cutting followed by andequate repro-
duction of timbers, together with pro-
tection from fire,

We shall have conservation foreed
upon us to a greater or less degree
for the present through the Inability
of the timber owner to secure work-
men, There has been such n dearth
of lumbermen that the cut of 1017, as
forecast, will fall below that of last
year, while that of 1918 will show
still smaller returns, The shortuge df
this kind of labbr may prove a hless-
ing. It will give an opportunity for
the peeded Improvement in methods
of conservation and protection of our
forests and also for meeting the de-
mands that will come with peace.

Beyond the Alps leaps Italy.
Well, anyway, the Interborough
folks aren’t managing the war,

If Undertaker DELANET does nol
bolt Tammany to run for Bheriff, then
Fourteenth Btreet should reward him
with the contract for (ts election night
services,

TwosMpsoN's ambitlon high—Chicage
Mayor a candidate for President on anti-
war platform.—Newspaper Aeadline,

What a pleasant fight it will be be-
tween Mayor Tuomrsox and Battle
Bos LA FOLLETTE.

The Prussian alrmen whose duty It
i to attack Red Cross hospitals deserve
rewards as glorlous as thoss conferred
on thé aviators who blow up the pri-
mary classes in English schools.

Premier Kerexsky has the advan-
tage of knowing that when he uses
strong language lis wuditors will un-
derstand that he means It
~Pacifists in Philudelphia, members of
the Peopla's Council of America, ure siiil
looking for & place in which to hold &
twice postponed meeting. The polite fur-
bade a gathering scheduled for a the-
atre heve Friday night mnd last night
one set for s playhouse ncross the river
in Camden had to be called off because
the theatre proprietor changed his mind
and refused to open the doors—Des-
patch prom Philadelphio.

And this Is the stronghold of the
Friends in the State founded by WiLt-
asm Prsn!

Tammany is stulled undergrodnd for
lack of human fuel.

The country is told from Washing-
ton that “evidence which makes offi-
cinls of the United Btates Government
belleve thnt CGlermany planned to make
war on the United Htates after ‘clenn-
ing up’ France and England is In the
hands of the Administration. This was
the programme, undoubtedly; but the
Imperial Government departed from It,
and malle war on us hefore England
and France were “cleaned up.”

AMp. Myrrny's efforts to camouflage
Tammany by painting it pro-German
sppear to be as unpopular inside the
Wigwum as they are unsuccessful out-
side,

ey e —
The Itwlian “new departure” in naval
warfare resembles the Monitor in

everything but size, according to the
description recelved here. and is oper-
ated In wecordance with the Farragut
principle, in that it goes ahead with-
out minding the torpedoes. The gas
bomb of to-day s & ehlld of the stink-
jot of former years; thie flammenwer-
fer s own cousin to the higtoric Oreek
fire. It ls true that the world mukes
progress, but ususlly along puths
whereo! the genera] direction was es-
tablished when mankind was younger.

Our condolences to the godfather of
the vanished land. What doth It profit
0 man to Nnance a polar expedition,
and have a new continent named after
him, only to have & subsequent ex-
plorer report that the coptinent was
nothing but a mirage?

Five hundred thougand dogen army
shirts are to be made this winter, “The
Song of the Shirt" is thus expanded
into a grand opers.

President DowLing of the Aldermen,
the Tammany candidate for nomina-
tion for President of Manhattan, is-
sued an address yesterday In which
he referred proudly to the Tammany
candidate for Mayor as “Thosmar F.
Hrrax.” The 2 o'clock Judge's Chris-
tian aame I8 Joux, but as Mr. DowLING,
like the other Tammany braves, never
heard of him untll a fortnight ago the
error will be excused,

That old poem should begin: " “An
Austrian army, awfully afrald.”

—————————

TRUE IF NOT OFFICIAL.

A Report te Great Headguarters on

the Washington Campalgn.

To TiE Eviton oF THE Bun—8ir; You
do not seem to have got thie report
from the Prussian forces:
AHpADQUARTERS (IERMAN ARMY FnonT,

“Wanninaron, D, C., 8scron,
“Captaln Von La Follette Commanding,

“My small command held at bay over-
whelming enemy majority, by dropping
bombe of liquid treason und delay with
good results, Wae all returned to our
holes without belng shot."

NEw Yonk, August 27, 1. W,

Commentary on Missour! u;bm

HORRORS OF WAR.

“1," sald Ebeneser J. Gosahow, “am
at lnst convinced that our sturdy
American citisenship is awake to the
fact that we are in the war,

“It han taken mome time to arouse
the spirit of our dauntiess people, but
it's bllin' now.

“Only I saw a large and
capable looking citizen in khaki, with
the ofMcers’ training -mmp cord on his
Montana peak, violently hurl from
him a periodical of popular price and
consumnption.

"It fell at iy feet and I picked It up.

“It was open at an article by a gifted
lady novelist describing the officers’
training camps and counselling the
military authoritkes on how to rem-
edy thelr obvious defects.

“She established her right to speak
with authority by boasting that she
had to look in the dictionary to find
out what a platoon was, and that she
consldered the eecond ‘s In ‘recon-
nolssance' unnecossary.

“Thus equipped, she was of course
willing to lecture Black Jack Pershing

lor the top sergeant on the art of war.

“And to make her article more con-
vincing she had printed in It a re-
production of a photograph showing
n handsome young candidate for
shoulder straps on the rifle range, with
herself druped plcturesquely behind
him, so0 that her large, stylish and
probably expensive hut formed an
adorable background for his martial
exercises,

“Hehind her in this photograph was
u group of other aspirants for com-
missions, all of them looking as if the
hardships of Intensive training agreed
with them.

“1 thought I heard the man who
threw away this periodical, with its
convincing exposture ofi the seamy side
of training camps, mutter something
a8 he did so, but & native of Palestine
who wis explaining the despotic char-
ncter of American institutions on the
corner wias making so much noige that

11 could not cateh the words,

“He did not look ag cheerful as the
lady novelist in the pleture, however.

“Moreover, the other day I ran across
a patriot who would bLe a perfectly
good cltizen except for the unfortu-
nate fact that ever since he came here
in 1881 he hus been too busy to take
out his papers and who still spells
Milwnukee's favorite beverage with an
‘i) who was warning Cabot Standish
Alden that England inltended to use

' Boston an a_penal colony, beginning at

8 p'elock A, M. July 4, 19817,

“He sald that Isanestein von Toole
O'Bethmann had the papers.

“Cabut Standish Alden tried to put
on & bold face and sald that as he had
ascaped he dldn't care, but J could see
that he was shaken.

“Yeu,' suld Fbenezer J. Goshow, "the
nation has risen, and If lady novel-
ists can save It and patriots who for-
got to get naturalized can redeem it
we may pull through, but they are ter-
ribly handicapped.”

“How are they handicapped?” asked
the fnevitable Innocent Bystander.

“None of them seems to know the
American hranch of the English Ian-
guage.’ said Ebenezer J, Goshow.

BLACK TROOPS IN TEXAS.

Inviting Disorder Will Not Eliminate
a General Prejudice.

'To THE SHITOR OF THE BUs—Sir; Stute
taws and munlcipal regulations In Texan
and other Bouthern FRuites provide for
the separation of whites und negroes in
certaln public places,
common cause of race friction they are
laws that promote the Xeeping of the
peace.

Colored soldiers of the United Stotes,
especinlly thosa who are Northern born
and not mccustomed to such regulations,
foel there should be no difference in the
treatment of wsoldlers, whatever their
color.

It |s Impossible that this  feeling
should be eradicated from the negro sol-
dier's mind. It is. equally linpossibls
that exceptions should be made whercby
the workings of the laws should not
apply to colored men in uniform. Also
it must be consldered that there are
white people In the Bouth, as elsewhere,
who are not considerate of the feelings
of colored people, and that there are
colored people who are anxious to show
an muech independence of the laws and
customs of the South as they think they
can get away with,

These things nre o, Arguing aca-
demically whether or not they ought to
be mo is quite beside the point. And
these things being so, i it not ohvious
that the mobilization of colored troops
in Southern communities !s n policy
fraught with danger to both the sol-
diera and the communitiea?

Although 1 have lived In Texns sev-
eral years 1 am n Massachusestis man,
reared under Hoston traditions, 1 do
not think 1 can be accused of having
unreasonable race prejudices, The pol-
ley of moblizing colored soldiers In
Southern camps is a policy that dellb-
erately Invites such happenings as the
Houaton rlot. To, be shocked At the
logical resuit |8 as though ons were
to llght matches near a powder barrel
and then be astonished at the sxplorion

Ngw Yonk, August 27, 3. Fo-D.

THE COMMON CAUSE,

In » Multitade of Similar Names
There Is Confusion.

To e Eotron o THE Sux—8ir; 1In
THe SN of Sunday in & news article
raferring to the tactics of & wpeaker
who spoke in Madison Bquare Baturday,
refarence i ;made to the fact that he

ke for the "Common Cause™

From the Miggineville JefFersond

An Innocent fence that has divided two
farma for forty-seven years |s now divid-
tng membars of an (Odessa church, Liti-
gailon over the correct placing of the
fence was the causs, Willlam ¥. Douth-
ftit and Clemens Eydenstricker, farmers
living southeast of Odensn, were partion
to & sult, and Deuthitt wanted the fence
changed ®o he would have 28-1.000 of an
acrs more, Thia land Is valued at §23,
Douthitt 1ant his case, and will have close
o BOOO In lawyers' fees and cosis, A
large number of Odessa people attended
the trial. A relative of the plaintiff's
stated the two farmers Involved are mem-
bers of the same church, and the fence
dlsputs has made a division In the church.
Douthitt and his attorneys taik of taking
the case to the Buprems Court

“Comas Back s Tweo o'Clock.”
Bubjected to & query

Bo awkward as Lo shook,
Heply, with manner leery,

“Coms back at 2 o'clock’’

If questions on the witness stand
Throw you into s atew,

Decline to anawer out of hand,
Just say, “Relurn’at 2.

It saves a lot of trouble,

And for the nonce works fine,
But reputation's bubble

Uoos Into & decline.

in next November should be
This notice overdus,
From volers to a would be:
“We're out,  Meturn at 2.9
Mavmion Monsis,

While the Common Cuuse Soclety la
opposed to Sociallsm and all other un-
American propaganda, the speaker whom
the articla mentions is not connected
with the soclety, but with another or-
ganization in HRrooklyn which has no
econnection with thy Common Cause Ho-
clety elther.

Belng & reader of Tnx Sux and au-
thorlzed to speak:for the Common Cause
Socliety of Bronx county, and knowing
that many members of the soclety and
also mome followers read THx Sux, 1
would be indebted if you would print
this communication, inasmuch as our
opponents, the Boclallsts, have already
mads known the facts as I have pre-
sented them. JaMmEs A GEMS,

Naw Yonx, August a7,

P. §,—~The Common Cause Boclety
will held an outdoor lecture on the
“History of the American Flag" Mon-
day night at 138th street and Willla
avenue. Tha lecture will be given by
a Spanish War veteran and will be
accompanied by stereopticon views of the
flag at different stages of our history.
Any represantative of your paper can
readily learn the aims and purposes of
the soclety that night.

Advice,

From (Ae Memphis Commercial Appeal,

Quite uasful In your dally life
This\geod advice you'll find:

Mind your own busineas, and some day
You'll have & business to mind.

By removing a

A DREADFUL CHARGE.

To ram Epiror or THE Bun—8ir: Mr,
Meich ia right. But is he any happler
for his wisdom? On Monticello avenua
sardines sell for 20 cents a box. The
same woll advertised brand can be
bought two for a quarter on Central
avenue. In the Hudson City section
loe costs 40 cents a hundredweight, 1If
you buy a hundred pounda at one time
you get it for 30 cents. In the Bergen
sectlon the same ice, no colder or wet-
wr, costs 80 cents. ‘There Ism't any
use of shopping for It. The ice men
nre ngreed ms to the price, even if
they don't speak as they pasa by. I
could tell pome more, but 1 won't,

Dr. Walsh In antitled to his opinion.
Does any one care how much the Gov-
srnment pays Mr, Hoover, and shall
we be any better off for his research?
In Pennsylvania the speculalors have
bought many flelds of potatoes and are
letting them rot in the ground in order
to keep up the price

Do your readers ever reflect upon
the people who are waxing fat on a
Job that Is only filmfam? “The longer
we live the longer we live,” Dinah says,
and things are getting too sclentifie for
our happiness. Mpe, (JUMMAUE,

Jensmy (v, N, 1, August 5,

THE FIRST CEMENT BOAT.

At Least the Lonesome Miners Who
Bulit It Thought 1t the First.

To T™ME Emtor oFf THE SuNe=Sir; In
the issue of your paper of July 27 there
war o short letter on the editorial page
from F, P, Brannon under the heading
*Tha Concrete Hoal In Salvador.”

We cabled to My, Hrannon for full
partioulars, Hin reply 18 more than in-
teresting and o copy of it s attached.

H., Corin Campsrtl,

Director, Editorial Huieau, Porttand

Cement Assoclation

CHicaan, L, August 2¢

SoxsonaTe, Sulvador, o, A
July 2. 1917,

LikaTLEMEN 3 Your cable dated yeater-
day regarding the reenforced concrete
boat reached me loet mildnight and 1
proceed to explain,

The rowhoat myself and my prospect-
Ing “pard” built years slnce, If still
afloat, s thousands of miles from this
place, and consequently | am unable ta
furnish photographs, bhut | wili endeavor
to furnish you with n pen pleture of jts
construttion, hoping thercby, as nge pre-
vells my presence on the firing line In
France., thus Indirectly 1o gel s crack
at the Kuiser wnd his cattle in the name
of democracy, and Incidentally 10 ald
our heloved Uncle by boosting his ce-
ment business, 1 am an American first,
last and all the time wmd personally
have no naxe to grind.

Employed with my aforesald “'pard
to hold down the scattered supplies and
loore property of & busted mining com-
pany back In the 80's, we found our-
selves with any number of barrels of
cement and several tons of woven wire
screen sheein, plus other mining plunder,
and &ll the unoccupied time (the Lord
was then my King) on our hands, and
when we becnme so thoroughly tired of
too much rest that we were becoming
quurrelsome we proceeded to do things.

Experiments with cement and woven
wire In the bullding ef a bathtub, horse
troughs nnd an Americnn cooking stove,
convinced us that what we didn’t know
about portiand cement would muke a
much larger ook than Webster's Die-
tlonary. Cantrary to Joe's (my pard's)
convietions profanely expressed when-
ever anything hitched in the procesd-
ings— ! knew the thing would go 1o the
hottom tike a kedge anchor, and wax
continually kicking about our wasting
s0 much valuable time—we proceeded to
pulld of stone the first boat of that ma-
terinl, poesibly, that ever Hoated on

s water,

We decided 1o build the boat keesl un
and T made my drawings on such basis,
We propared n cemonted bullding foor
curved to the lines of the craft's gune
wales, mirked on this floor the centre
and interior lines of the boat and to
such lines bullt up, with o sultable mix-
ture of ¢lay and sand, n solid cors of
the exact Interlor, size and shape of the
boat to he.

To fit the core up exinetly us poasilile

we then bullt o skeleton boat of the
heavy woven screen wire, Jolning thae
sheets solldly with copper rivets ana

wire, and fitted it over the core, which
we had previously plastered with a one-
balf inch cont of wood ashes to prevent
adhesion. Our wire wias guite stiff and
heavy, but easily workable to shape
by hand and mallet and of nbout a one-
balf inch meah, Outside of this mesh,
ns we trowelled in the concrete, a 1 to 1
mixjure of cement and clean river sand,
we bullt an we went ulong a retaining
damn or shell of damp clay to livld our
concrete In place, caleuluting as nearly
an possible a uniform thickness of an
inch, axcept on the bottom, where wo
gave the jJob a thickness of nearsr two
Inches,

Our concrete was sloppy but not too
much =0 to trowel or too hittle so to
pour, but the craft was not poured,

We put her In the lake after about
A month's wait and to Joe's chagrin she
floated 0. K. Lopsided and down at
the stern, "twas true, but she floated,

Joe became at once an enthusiastle
marine architect, hewing that old tub
with a hatchet until the wire showed in
spots and she rode an even Keel, much
too high out of the water, 1 discovered
that owing to the continual guying with
“8he'll alnk like an anchor” 1 had been
frightened Into bullding her half a foot
too deep. She was, etrange to say, as
springy under foot am a woonden boat
and, once under way, as speedy as the
Indlan canoen,

We bullt a second and much better
boat—an eighteen foolter—that we con-
tinually used with oar and snil untll wa
were forced to leave that howling wil-
dernesa owing to a dearth of canned
goode—our only legal tender with the
natives—our company having forgotten
1th mine, ud and our $10 per day as care-
takers. This second boal was a James
Dandy., You will note our boat was
bullt without frames, & systam which,
of course, would not work out with large
eraft.

1 belleve 10,000 ton steamers of uniform
dimensions can be turned out at one-
quarier the cost of wooden shipa by the
system of reenforced concrete construc-
tion, and much faster than Uncle Sam
can put the engines In them,

Tell your enginsers to get their think
boxes tuned up on thls proposition If
they wish to ¢cut a swath in future hls-
tory. P, P, InANNON,

Classical l!_u;h:nl _E;l-tmmunut for
Mr. Murphy's Renefit.

To THE Boimor oF Tne SUN—8i; Why
not send to Mr, Murphy s copy of the
words and music of the old song ““They
#Hay Buch Things and They Do Such
Things on the Howery, the Rowery'"?

WoonsocksT, R. 1., August 27, ML
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GERMANY'S TROUBLES IN REGARD T0

HER SUPPLY OF GLYCERINE.

Serious Deeline In the Output of

Explosives Threatened Becuise of

Lack of Olls and Fats,

In the last numbers of the German
chemical journal the Zsifachrift fir
angewandle Chemnie there "have ap=
peared some highly significant artl-
cles on the production of fata and oils
from whicl glycerine can be made.
The problem is evidently a vital one, '
for on the supply of glycerine depends
obviously the productlon of nitro-
glycerine, the basis of much of the
explosive used in propelling heavy
shot and shell from the guns. Nitro-
glycerine Is also required for the ex-
plosion of mines on the battle fronts
In nddition great quantities are
needed by the minera in their work,
and to a less extent by workers in the
bullding trades,

Briefly, giyeerine |« essentinl to the
eonduct of the war, and It must be
had in probably Increasing amounts.
The present problem i= how to obtain
{t. The blockade has cut off the supply
from the outside, and since the United
States embargo on graine certain
aources of oll from which glyeerine
can be made in one way or another
have also been curtidled If not wholly
eliminated. In these circumitances it
i= beginning to be realized in Germany
that the question Is most grave. How
to madntain the absolutely necessary
output of olls Is the =subject of nu-
merous articles written In accordance
with expert warnings and technical
suggestions. There i one feature of
thess investigations which may not be
without special gignificance. The Ger-
man ofMcial chemists make no men-
tion of the need of nitroglycerine for
naval purposes, for submarine opera-
tions, torpedoes mnd minea. A desire
to conceal the extent of the shortage
s probably the motive of this sllence.

In pre-war times Germany imported
80 per cent. of the ocils and oll seedat
and fats requlired for the special pur-
pose of 'manufacturing glycerine, The
exact figures of supply and demand
or of production in general during the
past year have not been published, |
but some conception of the serious
danger caused Ly a shortage of this|
kind may be glven Ly some of the
occaslonal statistics which appear In
the chemical journals, For Instance,
the manufacture of soap i= prohibited,
of machine oll, of grease for rallways
and vehicles: that i<, the supply on
hand must be deliversed to the War
OfMce. The scarcity comes out In other
ways, In Austria the oil and fat con-
trol hias bought up all used coffee
grounds to extract from themr the 12
per cent, of oll which they contaln.

More than 4,000 “fat retainers” have
been attached to the sewnge outlets of
different towns. These grounds when
treated chemically yielded a yellow fat
sultable for munition purposes. Indi-
rectly tha scarcity of fodder has lad
to a decline of fat production, Catlle
have suffered In weight and stamina,
s0 that carcasses and milk yield less
fat, The deficiency has made It neces-
sary to utlllze kitchen refuse. The
Zeitschrift fur proktiache Chemie lately
published a complete account of the
methods of collecting and disinfecting
garbage and making It into a food-
stuff for cattle. The production of |
butter thls year declined 180,000 tonmw
through lack of fodder,

The far reaching efMects of this
scarcity eeriously handicap the Ger-
man military position. The handi-
cap s certainly tremendous, and the
great power of the blockade is directed
to a vital spot, According to La Na-
ture Inst week, *the consequence (s
that the Germans have run short of
glyeerine, which they need for war
purposes—for dynamite and mines at
the front.” In gpeace thne, as this
paper says, 160,000 tons are used, to
whifeh 600,000 tons must be added for
war., As mueh as 1,500,000 tons of
fat are needed for human consump-
tion and 480,000 tons in the form of
lard and other edible fate,

The problem is, therefors, to provide
regularly the 800,000 tons of glyeerine
from a store of fat that is inevitably a
limited one. Germans are quite pre-|
pared to admit that rationing will not
accomplish the obhject; that Govern-
ment sclsgors which shear more or less
at ramndom, cutting here and sparing
there, ean hardly succeed without res-
ervations, Government did not ecut
enough or cut too much, In conse-
quence the ghortage of glycerine is
cumulatively serious,

Modern chemigtry, which lias been
carried In Germany to {ts highest
point of excellence, has now o tank
which may prove too much even for
superhuman energics.  Early in the
wir it professed 1o nim at the produc-
tion of fats wnd oils for human fousl
and was In fact often successful in this
detail. But its real alm i# not at 'h".
creation of edible olls and fats, but
at supplementing the present producs
tion of glycerine by the extraction of
tat from all natiral sources. Glyveer-
ine, mot food, I8 its end, and in jts

Evils That Rob the Farmer and De-
stroy liis Products.

To e Evitor oF THe SuN—8ir: Do
you remember my writing you last year
the tale of a crate of plums, which,
after deducting express, commission
and copt of contalner, netted us fuat six
cents? Now 1 have two or three othar
ftoms to add, which may he of Interest
in these days of food economy. For
three years woe have Lieen shipping every
week By Adams Express a crate of
eggs to m customer In Newark, N, J,
but have tinally given up, because every
woek s0 many cEge were Looken hy
rough handling In transit that all profits |
wera wiped out, and it wus cheaper for
us to throw the eggs away. although
we needed the money woe ahould lave
gotten for them

Farly In July swe shipped o erate of |
epgr to Dedham, Mass., also by Adams
Express, which so fur has not been de- |
livered

Two weeks ago we shipped a criate of
pluma to Philadelphia, wihleh shonld
have reached that ity elthéer the next!
morning or the next afternoon at the !
latest, and should have been on wale |
the following day. We received notice |
from the commission house that our!
totter of advice Had boon quly pecelved,
Lut that the frult had not arrived. To-day
we recelved o letter onclosing 18 eants
and raying that the plums had arrived
after severnl days =0 badly decayed that
they had been able 1o get only ThH oenits
for the crate. The piums when thes
1oft un werda abenlutely pepfoct amd of
great beauty, many being as Bl us 0
wrge hen's egg, aul the crate w
worth nt the least $2.7

| districts of Saxony and Siles e

, reduced by the Llocknde

| I8 published in the cteml
| In Germany there are 21,000 0000 1

‘ press company s delay cost

T st shouts of the men 0

| tram each binder seni 1

16 v the l'l'lhll‘"! o be n mistuke

not hesitated to sacoifico e Loaiy
of the community,

Lately another demand on tie sy,
ply has appeared.  Nitrogliooriig |y
the hanls of smokeless powders, wijey
are required for the monufoel e -”r_ﬁ
rifle cartridges, of which (ierm any
stands In need ut Lthe présent time on.
Ing to the enormous expendiinre of 1.
ammunition by the troops & rooent
hattles, In view of this faet the homl.
cal journals are urging the Govep .
ment to utllize several sourees of o
which hitherto have not been tapoed

Asparagus seeds contain 22 per oo
of oll, and the residue wonld e wy
able for fodder. Lime tyee ol o
from # 1o 10 per cent. Lo
nuts are being used ar e e
time. The oll = extracted ol (he
resldue used as fodder, and o rogyls
tion har been made that the o mons
be sent to the War OfMce i sree
frult & alse used; ft comtains from &
to 14 per cent. of ol Canary wend
pear pips and apple pine whioo
yield oll, are thrown nto e e
pot.

A new progess for soplae
oll from frait stones lLinx | ...
deporibed In the Chemiirr 7
Increased cultivation of papn P
and flax hax vielded consider;!
titlos. Linaeed oll I8 nn o expmnnle o
the ume of an oll ax foud and
material for munition=  Farme !y
was used ax an edible ol o

PRI,

year the bulk of the il \
HOLTCE Was commandesred by 1o W
OMce and the rest Wus e 0o
margarine. Runflowers are ooy sy
tensively cultivated: over 300000 kil
grammes of oll from the sooie o
obtained last vear.
The expectation of
from yeast has not been fulfilli B
enormous wiater tanka fo:
tivation of yeast have been moo o
the crop le uwsed for fodder |
ments were nmde ot the cnd o
on the remoxal of the worn- ¢
cerenls. These have vielded =0 o
tory results. Wheat contains .
per cent. of germs, rye Z0 ¢
cent,, barley 2 to 35 per oo
3 to 4 per cent. and maize 19 b
per cent, The germs contiin o
12 per cent. of fat. ‘T'in an:
duction of wheat jn Germuny, = 1
000,000 tons, and if ouly 1 g
of germs I8 sepuruted from | h
tons and 10 per cent. of ull 1« oh
from these the totul viell of .

ahtaly

be 10,000 tons, Millers are

quired to separate the pern .
dellver them to the Waypr it Ll
Is freed from husks i o

and then i erushed oo s
the germs are separated Ly 0 e
In south Germany there s ol
of women who undertaie the
tion of the stones of Cletries pl
and peaches, They nre ccigslhiog o
oil is separated by the A
Almond oll 8 used for nioe
the supply of this sulstano

jrs

cherry mtones the following oo

1 -
trees and each sced ot
cent. of ofl. The ¥leid wi ponl
be large; biut ut prosent sl ne
needed to crush the stones nd
ratbon of the oll {x sxpensi o o
rious. It ia not known Loo
now  helng  obtiadned for 1
Malze nnd rye prodice ooe
quantities.

In Hungary n regulatio
the planting of "mulze. 17
gives 12 kilogrammes «of worms poo
each aquintal of germs wive K
gramimes of oil,  Millers w
to separite the germe onl n
larationa of the amnints
#ent to factories where ¢
tracted,

In these ways Lirring -
restore her dwindiing stoon o
tions. Whether she will
not prablematics ]
thut she s Ladly dicant

The Allies are also runnbins
supply of glycerine. This s 1
France and Engiand Aonew
of the Ministry of Monitons
trol of the fats, oll nril oll
Are reguired for the oxt
glvcerine for use [n the ma
of propellent explosive, A=t
kets of the sworkl are open
lies the necd (a8 perbaps oo!

i

Economy = however, ent
Francre the Governnient is
to gather the groutid

lemon and radsin seeds for !
tlon of glycerine, Ther

an  insufMcient transport
seilles for much valualde o

Obwviously In the Unlted = e
I= the possilbiiity of a great
oll seeds. This country
that are extremely rich in f \m
thege are the peanut nrd 1
Probabhiy the Allles awill 1
make use of these souroes oF

foctly good dollars, |
as bad, cost the consuie
get good plums,

1 do not Wrnow whetlie
connections are woiss t
ple's, but it does seem oe
tion of food transportatio
e that of production. T
now produce tons of foo!
stroyed In transportatic
praperly handied and
go a long way towanl
shortage. 1140
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